SHARJAH - AN INTERESTING VISIT

[ am very fortunate that my job, as a Boeing 747 Flight Engineer,
takes me to some interesting and not so interesting places. In
January 2010 I found myself operating around the Middle East
and Asia. During a mandated day off in Dubai I decided to seek
out what remains of RAF Sharjah.

Sharjah started life in the early thirties as a transit stop for the
Imperial Airways route to India and on to Australia.

Imperial Airways route Map to India and on to Australia



A fort like structure was built to house the staff and the
passengers during the night stop.

That fort still exists and is the basis for the Al Mahatah Museum.
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Entrance to the Musuem grounds

The original salt flat runway was improved when the RAF entered
the picture and RAF Sharjah became a well know fixture. Today
the runway is now King Abdul Aziz Street

The original fort building consisted of many single bedrooms.
Today, the interconnecting walls have been removed and
archways constructed so that one can walk the length of the
building inside. The original doors are strictly for show. One side
of the fort is dedicated to the Imperial Airways/RAF time at
Sharjah, the opposite side is used for Aviation technical subjects
and a very interesting hands on interactive display by Air Arabia
(Sharjah’s low cost airline) that can be used by students to learn
about airline operations.



Inside the fort, the individual bedroom doors can be seen.



The Fort Main Entrance on the Airfield Side



Originally a Volleyball Court

The Fort building has two additions since the RAF days. The first,
a hangar, is close to the north end of the building and houses
early Gulf Aviation (now Gulf Air) aircraft.

An Anson, Dakota, Heron and Dove are featured. Also displayed
is a BOAC Comet 2 nose and a unique fuel bowser.

Sadly no RAF aircraft are there and the museum needs more
photographs of RAF activity. There is plenty of room in the
Hangar for a Hawker Hunter which I believe were based at
Sharjah. Any ideas?



Avro Anson

My very first air experience flight at Cosford was in an Anson



Douglas Dakota (DC3) Gooney Bird



De Havilland Heron

BP Fuel Bowser



On the south end of the building is a very nice exhibition of
aviation from dinosaur-like flying animals through modern
aviation. There are two working wind tunnels to teach Bernoulli’s
principle. The guide said the exhibition was designed by a UK
company. It is pitched at teaching youngsters about flight.

Close to the North end of the fort is the original ATC Control
Tower which is not open to the public.
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The original ATC Control Tower



An interesting part of the tour was a film made in the thirties
showing a Imperial Airways HP42 arriving at Sharjah, its
subsequent servicing, and it’s departure the next day.

Do you remember watching the films about the HP42 when we
were in [.T.S. at Cosford?

HP42 Model in the fort



Here are two maps of Sharjah:
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Some more pictures of Sharjah today:
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Looking South



Current Local Map



The ramp area shown in the aerial photo was over here



Some Information Boards in the Museum










A model of the Fort and Control Tower



Another view of the Fort and Control Tower Model
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Another view of the ATC Tower & Guard Tower, note high rise buildings close to the old
runway.

This completes my RAF Middle East tour. I was in Bahrain and Aden in the sixties during
the Rhodesia UDI. In the 70’s, Masirah with 57 Victor Tankers.
Now I’ve made it to Sharjah which I evaded during my service.

I’m sure that the museum would welcome any pictures or input from Ex-RAF types:
Al Mahatah Museum
PO Box 2258

Sharjah
United Arab Emirates

sdci@sdci.gov.ae

The Al Mahatah Museum is one of 16 Sharjah Museums.
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In closing, What is this from? A Rapide? (Domine) Has a wood structure under seat
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The author, Mike Young, (808 40" BE) with the museum guide.



